Comprehensive study of humoral and cellular immune abnormalities in 26 patients with systemic amyloidosis.
Serum immunoglobulin abnromalities in nonfamilial and systemic primary amyloidosis are distinct from those seen in multiple myeloma and more closely resemble those seen in benign monoclonal gammopathy. Surface lymphocyte characteristics also differentiate amyloid patients with or without monoclonal immunoglobulins from those with malignant B-cell dyscrasias. In vitro lymphocyte transformation with phytohemagglutinin and pokeweed mitogen is normal in amyloidosis, but T-cell function is significantly depressed in both primary and secondary amyloid disease as measured by concanavalin A responses.